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ITUpdate

% Pater Kress will b the featured
speaker during a free webcast oo hamess-
ing information technology. The event will
be held March 25 as part of the McKnight's
Ohelisne Expe. Participants will gain a better
understanding of why new devices, social
networking and other options are chang-
ing the role of technology in this sector.

K ress is vice president and CIC for ACTS
Retiremment-Life Communities. To register,
visit s mecknights. com/expo,

» The Veterans Affairs Depar-

ment has begun o competition among its
employees to see who can develop the best
idens for integrating health 1T w0 improve
the agency's healtheare practices and teat-
ments, Abter selecting 100 winmers, the
department will agk authors 1o submit full
propesals,

» Health and Human Services Scc-
retney Kathleen Sebelivs recen ly uaveiled
The Mational Health Security Steategy. The
project’s goal is to protect people's health
when a major emergency ocous, The plan
lays out priorities for the govesnment and
prowidlers For the next four years, she said.

» Electronic health records will |
widely used in the next decade, sccording
tes Dinvie! Blumenthal, M.D., the national
coordinater for health IT. He made the

prediction ot o [TIPAA mocting in Wash
ingron. *Using EHRs will become a core
competency for physicians. And once
we've estiblished that, it will be consi
an absolute requisive,” he said.

# The Healthcare Information

and Management Systems Soclety and
the American Society for Chality jointly
laxmehed o new site that offers mare tharll
dozen case studies documenting the off
tive use of health TT tools, Tl stuclics w
be especially useful to providers plannis
to hecome *meaningful users.” said Jos
Fostuna, MD., chair-elect of he Health
Care Division of ASQ). Information is svill-
able for providers at no charge. For mor
informarion, visit waee hiir arg.

» The Federal Communications

Commisslon wanis 1o cncourge the
use of wireless devices and applications
healthcare as part of o natbonal broadlbs
plan 1o be rebeased in March.
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Whiz kid
Mark McClellan
heads a new
long-term
care effort

Tech spending is prominent
in Obama'fs buget proposal

By John O'Connor

President Obama's $3.8 tril-
lion budget proposal sets side
relarively generous funding for
IT-related matters. The White
Heuse scems to be implying
that investing in health T s
will reap savings and betver
heakthcare quelity later.

The plan includes §3.6 bil-
lion to strengthen the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices. OF that amount, $110
mmillion is earmarked for a new,
comprehensive Health Care
Dt Tmprovement Initiative,
This new program will layer
additionsl data analysis and
information sharing to claims
processing.

“We'll make many of the
necessary investments our
country has been putting off
for years, including imvest-
ments In fighting healtheare

sl LA

s i
calth and Human Services

Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.

In fuct, the spending plan
sets aside $561 million in
discretionary resources to
strengthen Medicans and Med-
jcaid program inegrity sctivi
ties, inchsding mvore Medicaid
audies,

Additionally, the plan calls
for the fcllowing;

* 78 million for the Office
af the Mational Coordinator wo
1|g\1:|.q—m‘.:'|u:lll|i IT -Idl'!j\!illﬂ

;
utilization,

» 5261 million forthe fAgen-
¢y for Healthcare Research
and Quality (AFTRO)) to sup-
port new research projects
in patient-centered health
research.

o %1 millicn fioe 105 Okfice
of the Assistant Secretary for
Planning and Evaluation to
evaluare clectionic health recoed
adoption and the economic fac
tors affecting health TT.

But getting these funding
inereases will be much more
diffieulr for Democrats, who
recently bost a flibuster-proof
maority in the Senate. In Jano-
ary, Republican Scott Brown
sonred o miajor upset by captur-
ing the Senate seat left vacant
by Echward Kennedy's death.
The shift effectively puts the
libuster—or st least the threat
of one—back in play.

Oibarma nvited Republicans

_— m-
mit on Feb, 25. 8

Tracy Swen

“l couldn’t live
without ...”

When Galden VWest Senlor
Residence in Boulder, CO,
opened [ts new bullding in
2008, Associate Director
of Finance and Operabions
Tracy Swen went looking
for a new way Lo maonitar
the facility’s restaurant-

style dining program.
That's wen she discovered
FullCourt, a comprefven-
slve poirt-of-sale program
designed specifically for
retirerment communities.

“The residents pay a
monthiy balance,” Swen
axplalre, “They can eat
whenever {hay want and
charge whatever they want,
If it goes cver a certain
amount it tumns into a
charge account,”

Besidas allowing her stafl
to save time by automat-
ing raparts, Swen says tha
FuliCount system helps with
wlinnss chscks.

“We pull the report to see
who has eaten that day. and
if somesne did not eat and
they dic not check aut with
the frant desk, we go and
check an that residant in
thair apartment,” she says.

Ameal monitor

FullCount aliows residents
the flexibility to choose
where and when they eat,
It also reduces adminisira-
thve costs through efficient
reporting and streamiining

I thera something you
coubdn 't |ve without? Tell
Editor James M. Barklan at
Jm.berklanBmelnights com




